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% “Qver the past five decades, cohabitation has increased by almost g
900%. In 2012, census information shows that there were 7.8 million
couples that were living together in the US without getting married...
4 More than 60% of Americans see cohabitation as one of the first steps ..
+ toward marriage instead of an alternative to it...65% of couples who
Y¢ get married every year live together at some point before the marriage
% occurs.”

—via Brandon Gaile, Marketing Expert & Blogmaster

Hebrews 13:4: “Marriage is honorable among all, and the bed undefiled; but
fornicators and adulterers God will judge.”

Sentence Sermons

“Don’t marry the person you think you can live with; marry only the indi-
vidual you think you can’t live without.”
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—James Dobson A

¥ Proverbs 18:22: “He who finds a wife finds a good thing, and obtains favor from 3
% the LORD.” i
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News & Notes

Please pray for those mentioned in the announcements after services and others
listed on the bulletin board in the foyer of the church building.

Pray for all the members at Westside! Please pray for Susan Ferrell and her family as she
continues to recover from a brain tumor. She had another successful round of chemo.
Please pray for her and her family.

Please pray for me. My recent surgery on my lower back (spinal stenosis) did not resolve
my back and leg issues.

Another big “thank you” to sister Jan Worthy. She has already stepped up and donated
money to the needy saints affected by the typhoon in the Philippines. Thanks!

Pray for the all of our students. Schools are back in session and bring many temptations to
our young people.

Please keep sister Wilma in your prayers! She gives all of us so much encourage-
ment! God bless her and Virginia! Remember both of them in your prayers.

There are many needy saints! Can you help?! Let me know.

If you know of any in need of our prayers please let us know!
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John 6:68

Jump Start # 1718

Roger Shouse

2 Corinthians 4:16: “Therefore we do not lose heart, but though our outer
man is decaying, yet our inner man is being renewed day by day.”

Whispers of eternity-that’s our thoughts this week. God is constantly remind-
ing us of our spiritual side and of our existence beyond death. Our passage today
presents one of the clearest images of those thoughts. Here Paul talks about the
“outer man” and the “inner man.” As this thought continues into the next chapter,
the illustration switches to a house. Paul refers to the “outer man” as an earthly
tent. It is in this series of illustrations that he shows the true feelings of a Chris-
tian concerning the eternal. Paul says,

*  While we are in this tent, our bodies, we groan because we are bur-
dened,

*  We long to be with God,
*  God made us for this purpose,
*  We prefer to be out of this body and to be with God.

These thoughts show the emphasis and the superiority of the spiritual over the
physical. We have a physical side to us, that’s obvious, but it’s the soul, the eter-
nal side, which is more important. Our verse today helps us to see this.

The outer man, that’s the body, is decaying. Just the opposite of the evolution-
ary theory, we do not progress to a greater state, but we gradually fall apart. Just
look in the mirror. When you are in your 20’s and 30’s, you don’t recognize this.
But by the mid 40’s on, your begin to see the miles on your life. You tire more
easily than you once did. Moving things around hurts your back, when it never
did before. You need glasses. Your hair begins to show the signs of age. Give it
time, it only gets worse. Your memory starts fading. You walk with a cane.
Medicines and doctor visits become a part of your regular routine. You are not
getting better, you are decaying. The body is wearing out.

However, the condition of the body is not a reflection of the soul or the “inner

man.” Paul tells us that the two men are traveling opposite directions. One is
decaying and the other is getting stronger day by day. What happens to the body




is not an indication of what happens to the soul.

Also, interesting in this illustration, there is little we can do to stop the
outer man from decaying. Certainly, we can eat better and exercise but that
won'’t stop the aging process. We will still “decay.” The outer man is out of
our control. However, the inner man, which is far more important, is some-
thing that we can affect and change. The soul, that inner man, can be
strengthened by the choices we make. We are in control of what happens to
our soul. We can’t do much to the outer man, but the inner man is within
our power to improve.

So, as we age, what can we do to “renew” that inner man, or our soul?
Daily choices, regular habits, controlling what influences you all have an impact
on our soul. Some get older but they don’t get any better. In fact, as some
get older, they get worse. They become grumpy and complaining. They feel
that their age gives them the right to rain on everyone’s parade. Instead of
being young and dumb, some have simply gotten old and dumb, especially
spiritually. They have not fed their soul. They have not renewed the inner
man. They have miles on their body and their soul has not learned anything.
Stress, fear and worry continue to affect them. They do not see things spirit-
ually. They have remained shallow and unchanged by the blessings and grace
of God. They have stunted their soul by the poor choices in their life.

Paul’s words to the Corinthians, state, “Therefore we do not lose heart...” We
don’t become discouraged. We are not down and out about this. Yes, we
are falling apart physically, but our souls are better and stronger than ever
before. That’s how Paul saw things. This happens by making the effort and
the choice to take care of that soul.

Worshipping God on a daily basis is part of this. Praying all the time will
remind you of this. Putting your nose into the Bible and becoming trans-
formed by what you learn will get you there. Giving more diligence to the
internal than the external will help you renew that inner man.

It’s a matter of choice. You can be old and falling apart on the outside, but
strong and powerful on the inside. Your mind, your soul, your determination
and will can be so locked onto God that you have got your sights set on that
Heavenly home. Nothing will move you from that destination. As you age,
you more and more think about that Heavenly home. You want to be in

Heaven. You don’t let the physical side of things sway your purpose. Elec- g

tions, weather, disappointments, hurts and pains, they don’t “weaken” the
inner man. Your sights are set on Heaven.

| watched the Cubs win the World Series last night. No one is alive today
that remembers the last time they won. It was 108 years ago. The smiles, the
jumping up and down, the hugs, the happiness of what they achieved not just
in that final game, but in the series, the playoffs, and the entire season-it was a
long journey but they made it. | just wonder if that’s a glimpse of the joys we
will feel when we make it to Heaven. Smiles. Hugs. Jumping up and down.
For the Cubs, the injuries didn’t matter at that point. The errors made
throughout the season didn’t matter at that point. They made it and they
made it because of choices and the help of each other. What pains, sacrifices,
hardships we have endured, won’t matter once we are there. It’s similar to
flying. | have a flight coming up this weekend. Some are smooth. Some are
bumpy. I've had flights delayed and flights canceled. | have been rerouted to
different places because of weather or possible mechanical trouble. I've had

bags damaged and some bags went on when | got off. A lot of adventures and
stories. But once I'm on the ground, where | am supposed to be, it doesn’t mat-
ter. It just doesn’t matter. | made it. | saw a young guy who had his face in the
throw up bag the entire flight. No one sat by him. We landed. He got off. He

was ok.

Your journey may be difficult. You may not get much support at home. May-
be the congregation you are a part of isn’t doing well right now. Maybe life has
not turned out the way you expected. Maybe there has been a death. Maybe a
divorce. Maybe some heartache. You can hang your hat on those things and use
them to be miserable the rest of your life, or you can move on and continue to
make the right choices and renew that soul of yours. The words of our passage
today state that the inner man was being renewed day by day. Every day. Every
day getting stronger. Every day hanging in there with the Lord.

These are all choices we must make. You decide whether your inner man is
going to be renewed or old, stale and stuck. You decide whether you will get
stronger each day spiritually or if you will ignore your spiritual side. Your
choice. You can’t stop what is going to happen to the outside of you. But the
inside is all up to you. Make it the way that pleases God.

Day by day-it’s a process. There is not one sermon, one verse, one thing that
you need to do. It’s steps. Each step takes you closer to the Lord. Day by day...

Today is one of those “day by days.”

Roger

6 Ways to Boost Attendance
Larry Acuff

A while back | attended my first University of Tennessee football game. Boy,
it was great! Being a student of human nature and psychology, | learned several
things at the game - basically, how we can boost our church attendance. Here is
what | have come up with:

We're going to replace our cushioned pews with steel benches and re-
move the backs.

We're going to make people sit very close to each other - especially
close to those we don’t know.

. We are going to let those who smoke sit in front of those that don’t and

blow smoke back in their faces.

We're going to take the top off the building. There must be something
about having a top on the building that keeps people from coming.

. We're going to have someone holler real loud into the loud speaker. |

guess that will be me, since I'm the preacher.

Oh yeah, one last thing. We're going to make everyone pay $40.00 to
get in, even before they know the outcome.

UT is second only to the University of Michigan in attendance at football
games, averaging over 100,000 per game. But, we'll settle for 95,000 in church.
Oh, and one more thing, we’re going to change our services to last three hours
instead of one. Boy, with these changes, you'd better come early next Sunday to

get a good parking place! P




