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il Trends
* From 1996-2007, Tim LaHaye and Jerry Jenkins published 16 books in
the best selling ‘“‘Left Behind” series that popularized premillennialism
4 among many Americans. The Christian doctrine of “last things” is
+ called “eschatology.” Among evangelicals, the most popular strand of -
¥ eschatological thought is premillennialism, but even within premillenni- ¢
Y alism there varieties of views and beliefs. A recent survey of evangeli- 7
¥ cal leaders showed that 65% identify with premillennial theology.
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i - via The National Association of Evangelicals &

¥ John 18:36: “Jesus answered, ‘My kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom s
were of this world, My servants would fight, so that | should not be delivered to the
* Jews; but now My kingdom is not from here.””
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% “What we know is a drop, what we don’t know is an ocean.”
Y —Sir Isaac Newton ¢

Sentence Sermons
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*
Yc Jeremiah 10:23: “O LORD, | know the way of man is not in himself; It is not in ¥¢
Y man who walks to direct his own steps.”
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News & Notes

Pray that the excellent preaching we experienced at our recent gospel
meeting continues to influence all of us for good! We extend our sincerest
thanks to Stacy Crim for his excellent preaching!

Please pray for Zachary Wallace. He is not faithfully attending services as he
should (Heb. 10:24-25). “The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man
availeth much.” (Jas. 5:16)

Please keep sister Wilma Cardwell in your prayers. She is an encouragement to all of us!
Pray for all our members who do not attend regularly. Try to encourage them!

Pray for all the lost souls, especially those in the greater Bloomington area. Pray that
Westside might be an influence for good in this community.

Pray for the all of our students: elementary, secondary and college. Our young people
face many trials and temptations at school.

There are many needy saints, including preachers! Can you help?! Let me know.

Please let us know of any in need of our prayers! We’ll announce it and post it.
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John 6:68

Jump Start # 2266

Roger Shouse

Matthew 22:21: “They said to Him, ‘Caesar’s.” Then He said to them, ‘Then
render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s; and to God the things that are
God’s.”

It is interesting to see how non-political Jesus was. Aside from our verse
today about paying taxes and words in Peter and Romans about being subject
to the government and praying for rulers in Timothy, the New Testament is
pretty quiet about politics. We certainly are not. Everyone has an opinion
about government shutdown, building walls and right and left. | wonder
sometimes if we have forgotten that there is an up and a down.

Our verse is revealing.

First, Jesus seemed to know whose image was on the coin. Had it been a
horse, an image of a public building, that would have taken away the thrust of
what He was saying. Jesus seemed to know that Caesar’s image was on the
coin. Had Jesus seen coins? Being God, did He just know?

Second, Jesus understood that to belong to a civilized society that different
parts are necessary to make it move. One is money. Taxation is the way a
government acquires the funds necessary to build roads, pay officials, and
support an army. All of this takes money. Taxing people may not be a favor-
ite subject, but it is necessary and it illustrates the connections and team con-
cept essential to run a society smoothly. The government taxes the citizens
and the citizens enjoy the benefits of what the government provides. We all
like smooth roads, safe cities and quick response from police. All of those
things come with a cost.

Third, Jesus recognized that some things belong to Caesar and some things
belong to God. Not everything goes to God, some things go to Caesar.
Once Caesar has it, the responsibility and accountability lies with him. He
can waste the tax money. He can abuse the right to tax. He can promote

sinful things. PS



Here is an interesting thought. The taxes that Jesus and the disci-
ples paid helped pay for the Roman army that would in time execute
Jesus. Rome was aggressive, excessive and indulgent when it came to
taking over other lands, spending foolishly and engaging in sinful prac-
tices. The dead emperors were considered gods. Statues, paid
through taxes, lined the city streets and temples in honor of these
gods. Did Jesus know that their tax money was going for such things?
Certainly. Was paying His taxes a form of supporting and promoting
idolatry and loose living? No. The citizen is obligated to pay taxes.
What the officials do with it is their responsibility and God will iron all
of this out at the judgment. To say that Jesus funded His own execu-
tion and helped promote idolatry is to stack guilt upon the Lord that
doesn’t belong there.

Now, this is important. Everyone once in a while will get fired up
about the government paying for abortions or other offensive things
and declare that he is not paying his taxes. He rebels. Sooner or later
he pays. This may be after he goes to jail. Such a person misses what
Jesus did here. He said to render to Caesar the things that belong to
Caesar. What Caesar does with it, is his responsibility.

Fourth, Jesus understood that some things belong to God. There
are things that are expected and required towards God just as we
must pay our taxes. Our taxes are due. We owe them. We are obli-
gated to pay. Likewise, there are things owed to God. We must pay
what we owe to God, just as we would our taxes.

Now, the question to be asked is, “What do we owe God?” What
are we supposed to render to God? So often, our passage today is
used to focus upon Caesar and we forget about the God-part. Just as
certain things are expected by Caesar, there are certain things that
God expects.

Jesus didn’t give a list here. Jesus didn’t identify this is Caesar’s and
this is God’s. Not, here, but in many ways He did show us. All

throughout the Gospels, Jesus was connecting us to God. His mes- §

sage answers our question. Consider a few thoughts here:

We owe God our hearts, will and devotion. We need to be com-
mitted to God. He expects us to worship Him as He desires. Our
allegiance to God colors our faithfulness, dedication and loyalty. Half-
hearted, not all the way in, hypocrisy-these are all the tell-tell signs of
not giving God our all. This is why the greatest command is to love
the Lord with all your mind, heart and strength.

We owe God our all because He has given the best of Heaven to
save us. God has chased us down. God has put people in our lives.
God has shown us His way. Over and over God has demonstrated
that He has not given up on us.

The rendering difference here is that a coin could be tossed to a tax

collector and your obligation to Caesar was fulfilled and completed until
next tax season. With God, it's more than tossing a coin His way. It’s
more than showing up on a rainy Sunday because there is nothing else to
do. What we owe God is reflective everyday by our choices, attitudes
and words. We owe God a heart that pleases Him. We owe God a
home that honors Him. We owe Him an attitude that reflects Him.
Grace, forgiveness, kindness and compassion are not only what we owe
God, but those are the very characteristics of God.

It's much easier to pay a tax to Caesar and be done with it and what
God expects from us. God wants a lifetime of loving Him, following Him,
obeying Him and trusting Him. God wants our all.

There is a hymn, “l gave My life for thee, what hast thou given to Me?”
Good question.

“Evidence of Things Not Seen”
Greg Gwin

Picture her -- a young girl taken captive in a war -- an innocent victim in
a dispute between powerful countries. Now, her freedom gone, she is
obligated to perform slave duties in the house of the conquering army
commander.

Who is this girl? She is a2 minor player in a well-known Bible account
that centers on her slave master. And, who is her master? Naaman is his
name, and his story is found in 2 Kings 5. Naaman, as you recall, was a
successful army captain -- but he was also a leper.

The lesson from this slave girl is found in verse 3 of the text. Without
any hint of the hatred or bitterness that could have easily filled her heart,
she suggests a positive cure for her master’s affliction. “If only my master
were with the prophet who is in Samaria! For he would heal him of his leprosy.”

From this minimal information we can classify the young girl as a person
of great faith. Why? It is because of her one simple statement. The
prophet she had reference to was Elisha. How did she know he could
heal leprosy? Someone might suggest that she had seen him do it many
times. No! In fact, he had never done it before! Jesus said, “many lepers
were in Israel in the time of Elisha the prophet, and none of them was cleansed
except Naaman the Syrian” (Lk. 4:27). She knew he could do because she
had FAITH IN GOD!

Faith is the “evidence of things not seen” (Heb. | 1:1). The Bible speaks of
many things that we have not personally observed. Do you believe them
anyway! There are many things that God has said, including eternal
promises He has made to us. Do you trust Him? Are you confident that
He has the power to do all things? Judgment and your eternal destiny will
be determined by your reaction to things you have not seen.

How strong is your faith? Will you obey Him (Jas. 2:26)?
®




